Dear Senior Adults,

The very best of Christmas greetings to all as we
celebrate the first coming of our Savior — Jesus Christ!

Since June of this year, we have enjoyed the fellowship
together with all of you that have participated in the
various SAM activities, as well as the opportunity to pray
with you in your times of need and to visit several of you
in the hospital and in your homes. We are happy to
report that as far as we know, all who have been sick are
doing well as of now. God has been good! We look
forward to what the new year of 2008 holds for all of us.

A recent SAM project has been the collection of gifts for
the residents of Christian Health Care Nursing Home.
Thank you so much for helping with this project. On
November 14, our Nursing Home Ministry Team
presented the gifts to Wendy ller, CHC Activities
Director. You brought in lots of items that will definitely
be a great blessing to those who will receive them.

Pictured above is the team (Left — Right): Wanda Nance,
Joanne Stanbro, Betty Grisham and Bertie Barber — with
Wendy ller and Mel Todd. Not pictured are June Huff
and Bernie and Donna Norland.

The ministry team conducts an hour-long service each
Wednesday at 10 a.m. at CHC with each person taking
part and also taking turns bringing the message. Pastors
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Mel and Betty, as well as Pastor Jeff, Pastor John, Wes
Welch and other guest speakers, also participate. If any
others of you would like to help, please speak to Wanda
Nance or Pastor Mel.

Ice Cream Social

Playing Nostalgic Jeopardy

During these past six months we have enjoyed two
quarterly Birthday Breakfasts at Hemingways’ Bass Pro
restaurant, the Baldknobbers show, the Stained Glass
Theater, the Annual Citywide Potluck Supper at the Nixa
Senior Center, the “Down From His Glory” musical
presentation at the Welk Theater, the Citywide Praise
Gathering at Central AG, Springfield and an old-



fashioned ice cream social and Nostalgic Jeopardy
night.

This month we will celebrate Christmas with a catered
banquet on Thursday, December 13, 7 p.m., in the
Wilbur Blansit Family Life Center. Guest speakers/
musicians are John and Sondra Bocchieri, AGWM
missionaries with Global Teen Challenge. They will be
presenting a Christmas musical program with some sing-
along participation. Sign-up for the banquet will be in
the South Foyer through Sunday, December 9. The
cost is $15.00 per person. There will be a gift
exchange of a Christmas ornament / decoration with a
cost no greater than $5.00 each. We hope you will be
present.

A big thank you to the SAM Activities Planning
Committee — Wally and Connie Bateman, Dane and Pat
Brandwein, Jeanne Carruth, Carol Russo, Joanne
Stanbro, Mel and Betty Todd and Coy Wilson. In the
absence of some Committee members, Bill and
Berniece Walker also helped. We would appreciate
hearing from any of you with your ideas and
comments.

Inserted with this letter is a “tentative” 2008 monthly
activities calendar. Be sure to check your NFA bulletin
for announcements as we come closer to the events and
to mark each event on your calendar.

We are also including an article entitled “Seniors and
loneliness: Tips for overcoming isolation” — reprinted
from the Senior Living pages of the Springfield News-
Leader. Loneliness is a big issue among Seniors
universally and can have a very serious affect on your
physical and emotional health. One of the goals of our
Senior Adults Ministry is to reach each senior in the
congregation of NFA (and others who may want to
attend) with a program of activities that offers lots of
opportunity for friendship and fellowship. We all need
social interaction. Social isolation is a very dangerous
road that some seniors choose and it is not a healthy
road. God created us with a need for fellowship with
others. Why not plan to attend the Christmas
Banquet as your next or first activity with the
Seniors of NFA?

If you have not shared with us your personal
information, including your talents and areas of
interest in serving NFA and SAM, we are including a
set of forms for you to fill in and return to us as soon
as possible. We will also be asking you to pose for a
photo, so that we can include that with your
information.

Pastors Wilbur and Marjorie Blansit pose
for their SAM photo. Don’t they look young?

**Caring Hands — is a part
of Women’s Ministries that
helps with meals for
funerals and for those
recuperating from surgery.
Carol Russo heads up this
very valuable ministry.
Please let her know if you
would wish to be a part of
this ministry.

We value each one of you and wish you all a very Merry
and Blessed Christmas.

Prayer needs:

Physical healing:
Curmie Barber
Connie Bateman
Marjorie Blansit
Darlene Hancock
Claudine Harper

** Pray for those who have a spouse or a parent who
needs full-time care. Pray for strength and
encouragement.

Contact Information:

Mel & Betty Todd, Senior Adults Pastors

Nixa First Assembly of God

P.O. Box 409, Nixa, MO 65714

Phone: 725-3075 (office); 724-9873 (home)

Email: mtodd@nixafirst.org —or-
melbettyt@sbcglobal.net






